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A Different Kind of Birdie

“That's a Swainson'’s thrush!”

Early on a June morning, CLT Community Engagement Manager,
Mary Birchem, is leading a group of bird enthusiasts on a walk
at Bayshore Preserve, a former golf course, when she hears the
distinctive call. A hush falls over the group.

She points to where the thrush is perched low on a willow
branch, one of hundreds that were planted by CLT ten years earlier
during habitat recovery efforts along Johns Creek.

“This bird species favors dense understory like this while they
are migrating,” Mary says. “It's wonderful that they found the
habitat they need after flying from as far as Argentina,
some 2,000 miles.”

Birds face unprecedented habitat loss worldwide. A 2019 study
in Science revealed that three billion birds have been lost since
1970. At CLT, we're working toward a future where both nature and
people thrive. Our efforts are paying off. The plantings at Bayshore
have continued to grow and thicken, providing better and better
bird habitat each year. What was once a manicured golf course is
now a haven for birds—and people.

This thriving habitat provides an opportunity for all of us to come
together and celebrate the wonder of birds in all their beauty and
diversity-like this group here today.

Thanks to the generous support of our members, we're ensuring
that pockets of bird habitat are preserved forever. And as birds like
the Swainson's thrush head south to their non-breeding grounds,
we will be working to conserve ever more habitat in anticipation of
their spring return.
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Photo, top: Swainson’s thrush, Mike Melton.
Middle: Birders make a discovery along Johns Creek, Leslie Coulter.

Below: Johns Creek riparian planting is just one of the restoration efforts
undertaken by CLT at Bayshore Preserve, CLT.
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SALMON EXPERIENCE 2024!

Experience the incredible chum salmon migration this November at Bayshore Preserve. Each year, thousands
of breeding adults migrate from the Pacific Ocean, through Puget Sound, and make their way up Johns Creek in a
spectacular display of resilience. Here they spawn and the next generation begins.

In partnership with Puget Sound Estuarium, knowledgeable salmon docents will be on-site and underwater cameras
will “live-stream” the action. Stop by and find inspiration in the wonder of nature.

No registration required. This is a free event. Visit CapitolLandTrust.org to stay up to date on special activities, like
restoration tours and programs for kids, as well as program accessibility.

November 9, 10, & 11
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Bayshore Preserve,
3800 Highway 3
Shelton, WA 98584
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